ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS

LOCAL LORE:

“UNCIVILISED” PEOPLE WOULD BE ABLE TO ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS EASILY.  
CAN YOU?

•
How many days till the moon is full?

•
What watershed are you in?

•
Point north.

•
Walking from your house, what are the first five trees you encounter?

•
Name five grasses in your area.

•
What is the prevailing wind direction?

•
Which direction brings rain?

•
Name five edible wild plants of your region.

•
When are the edible parts available?

•
Which is normally the dryest month?

•
Name five resident and five migratory birds in your area.

•
What are the first three birds to start singing at dawn in May?

•
Name five foods derived from species native to your region.

•
Name five wild creatures that eat your crops.

•
Name five that eat them. 

MODERN BIOREGIONAL KNOWLEDGE:

“CIVILIZED” PEOPLE ARE MORE LIKELY TO BE ABLE TO ANSWER THESE.   
CAN YOU?

•
What biome are you in?

•
What other parts of the earth have a similar vegetation pattern?

•
What biomes are adjacent to yours?

•
What’s the minimum winter temperature?

•
What’s your average rainfall?

•
What was it last year?

•
What is the age of the bedrock under your soil?

•
What sort of soil is it?

•
What was the subsistence technique of the culture before yours?

•
What was your land like 100 years ago? 5,000? 1 million?

•
What primary geological events influenced your scenery?

•
How high is your house above sea-level?

•
What species have become extinct in your area in the last 100 years?

•
Where does your water come from?

•
Where does it go after you have used it?

If you get more than ten in the first list you’re paying attention

If you get more than ten in the second list you are ecologically literate

If you get more than ten in both you probably feel pretty good about where you live, so God bless you.
